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Ontario's  Water  Opportunities  Act 


Ontario  has  abundant  water  resources  and  some  of  the  best  protected  water  in  the 
world.  Ontario's  innovative  water  technology  and  services  sector  has  the  expertise  to 
become  a  North  American  leader  for  water  protection  and  treatment. 

Across  the  province,  the  clean  water  industry  employs  22,000  and  generates  $1.8  billion 
in  sales.  Ontario  firms  are  recognized  leaders  in  ultraviolet  disinfection,  compact  sewage 
treatment,  water  information  and  systems  software,  and  plant  design  and  operation. 

That's  why  the  province  set  a  path  to  help  Ontarians  further  develop  and  market  clean 
water  technology  and  services,  and  use  water  more  efficiently. 

An  important  step  to  strengthening  Ontario's  leadership  in  water  protection  is  the  Water 
Opportunities  Act.   It  will  create  more  jobs  in  the  growing  global  market  for  clean  water 
technology  and  services  and  support  business  development  in  Ontario.  The  Water 
Technology  Acceleration  Project  (WaterTAP),  a  water  technology  hub,  will  bring  together 
industry,  academia  and  government  to  develop  the  sector  and  promote  it  abroad. 

More  efficient  water  use 

The  act  sets  the  framework  to  help  municipalities  improve  the  efficiency  of  municipal 
infrastructure  and  services  by: 

•  Identifying  innovative,  cost  effective  solutions  for  drinking  water,  sewage  and 
stormwater  system  challenges. 

•  Optimizing  systems  and  improving  water  conservation. 

•  Identifying  opportunities  to  demonstrate  and  carry  out  new  and  emerging  Ontario 
water  technologies,  services  and  practices. 

The  act  enables  the  authority  to  require  municipalities  and  other  water  service  providers 
to  prepare  municipal  water  sustainability  plans.  These  plans  will  promote  water  efficiency 
as  a  cost  effective  way  to  generate  additional  water  and  wastewater  capacity. 

We  will  be  working  closely  with  municipalities  and  all  stakeholders  when  developing 
regulations  to  ensure  that  we  are  maximizing  all  of  the  good  work  that  has  already  been 
done. 

The  act  will  also  help  Ontarians  do  their  part  to  reduce  the  amount  of  water  they  use  by 
allowing  the  province  to: 

•  Bring  in  water  efficiency  standards  for  consumer  products  sold  in  Ontario  such  as 
toilets,  faucets  and  showerheads. 

•  Require  standardized  information  about  water  use  on  water  bills. 


Moving  forward 

Several  activities  that  support  achieving  the  goals  of  Water  Opportunities  Act  are  already 
underway  or  planned. 

•  The  next  phase  of  the  Ontario  Small  Waterworks  Assistance  Program  (OSWAP- 
3)  is  a  four  year,  $50  million  merit-based  capital  program  for  municipalities  and 
Local  Services  Boards  that  own  residential  drinking  water  or  wastewater  systems 
that  provide  services  to  5,000  or  fewer  people.  OSWAP-3  encourages  small 
municipalities  to  improve  water  conservation  and  efficiency  through  projects  such 
as  fixing  leaking  pipes  and  installing  water  meters.  OSWAP-3  also  promotes 
more  collaboration  between  small  communities.  The  program  builds  on  the 
Water  Opportunities  Act  by  linking  provincial  water  and  wastewater  infrastructure 
funding  to  tangible  improvements  in  conservation  and  efficiency. 

•  Funding  of  $30  million  over  three  years  will  be  provided  for  Showcasing  Water 
Innovation,  municipal  water  sustainability  planning,  and  to  support  public 
education  and  awareness  about  water  conservation. 

•  The  Showcasing  Water  Innovation  program  will  provide  grants  for  projects  that 
demonstrate  and  encourage  innovative  and  cost-effective  approaches  for 
managing  drinking  water,  wastewater  and  stormwater  systems  in  communities.   It 
will  focus  on  projects  that  can  be  used  by  other  communities  in  Ontario  and 
around  the  globe.  To  learn  more  visit  www.ontario.ca/waterinnovation. 

•  The  Innovation  Demonstration  Fund  Water  Round  focuses  on  the 
commercialization  of  water  technologies  by  assisting  water  technology 
companies  with  the  potential  to  be  globally  competitive  in  demonstrating  their 
innovative  technologies  in  Ontario. 

•  The  Ontario  Research  Fund  Research  Excellence  (ORF-RE)  Water  Round 
competition  is  currently  underway  to  select  and  invest  in  research  projects  in 
water  and  wastewater  technologies.  The  fund  promotes  the  development  of 
water-related  solutions  both  for  domestic  adoption  and  international  export. 

•  From  May  17  tol8,  2011,  the  first  Ontario  Global  Water  Leadership  Summit  will 
demonstrate  Ontario's  leadership  in  advancing  innovative  solutions  for  global 
water  challenges.  The  world's  leading  water  entrepreneurs,  innovators,  thinkers, 
catalysts,  and  researchers  will  come  together  for  meaningful  and  interactive 
dialogue  on  the  future  of  innovation  in  the  water  sector. 

•  The  new  Minister's  Award  for  Environmental  Excellence  recognizes  local  green 
achievement,  leadership  and  innovation.  The  award  will  honour  the  individuals 
and  organizations  working  to  enhance  and  protect  our  environment.  For  2011, 
awards  are  focused  on  water  including  water  innovation,  conservation,  protecting 
Lake  Simcoe,  protecting  drinking  water,  and  on  reducing  toxics. 


PIBS  8445e 


